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FOR DEPUTY ASST . SECRETARY VAN HOLL EN/ NEA

SUBJECT GOP SOUNDINGS ON US BASES, DEFE NSE PACT AND ARMS
FOR PAKISTAN

1. YOU WILL HAVE NOTED INCREASING REFERENCES BY GO P
REPS TO DESIRE FOR CLOSER MILITARY COLLABORATION WIT H
USG . EARLY LAST DEC, DEFSEC SUGGESTED PAK WILLINGNES S
TO ARRANGE FACILITIES FOR US NAVAL BASE (ISLAMABA D
11961 .) DEFSEC CASUALLY REFERRED TO THAT PROPOSA L
AGAIN IN LATER MEETING WITH ME IN DEC . PROPOSAL HA S
RESURFACED THIS WEEK IN CONVERSATION OF ISID LIAISO N
OFFICER WITH OUR ASST . ARMATT (USDAO 171140Z FEB 72) .
CASUAL HINTS THAT GOP WOULD LIKE TO HAVE US MILITAR Y
PRESENCE HERE HAVE ALSO BEEN DROPPED BY PAK OFFICIER S
IN VARIOUS OTHER CONVERSATIONS . OUR FIRM POLICY AN D
PRACTICE HAVE BEEN TO LISTEN POLITELY ON SUCH
OCCASIONS AND TO BE ENTIRELY NONCOMMITTAL .

2 . AS YOU KNOW, BHUTTO HAS RAISED WITH ME THE MATTE R
OF PAKISTAN'S FUTURE RELATIONSHIP WITH CENTO . ( I
RESPONDED THAT IS A MATTER FOR GOP TO DESCIDE .) BHUTTO
SUGGESTED TO CY SULZBERGER ON FEB 7 THAT HE WA S
INTERESTED IN REVIVING AND STRENGTHENING OUR EXISTIN G
DEFENSE AGREEMENT-- PRESUMABLY THE BILATERAL O F
MARCH 1959. THIS SUBJECT HAS NOT ARISEN IN ANY O F
MY TALKS WITH BHUTTO, BUT LINE WHICH SULZBERGER RE -
PORTED IS CONSISTENT WITH BHUTTO'S DESIRE FOR CLOSE R
MILITARY RELATIONS WITH US .

YOU HAVE INFORMED US OF VARIOUS APPROACHES B Y
GEN . RAZA TO EASE UP ON EXISTING ARMS EMBARGO . GOP
HAS REFRAINED FROM PRESSING US OFFICIALLY HERE I N

ARMS SUPPLY IN RECENT WEEKS. IT IS NEVERTHELESS MATTER	
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OF LIVE INTEREST . AS YOU KNOW, BHUTTO HAS EXPRESSED T O
AT LEAST TWO AMERICAN REPORTERS HIS HOPE THAT PAKISTA N
MAY RECEIVE QUANTITIES OF US ARMS . TALK ALONG SAME
LINE CAME UP IN MY MEETING LAST WEEK WITH PAK NAV Y
COMMANDER IN KARACHI . IN PESHAWAR FEB 15 I WAS TOL D
BY SENIOR PAK AIR FORCE OFFICERS OF THEIR DESIRE
OBTAIN A GOOD STRIKE AIRCRAFT FROM US, (WHEN I 'SAI D
I THOUGHT THEY WERE GETTING SUPPLIES FROM CHINA, THE Y
ANSWERED THAT THE MIG-19 CANNOT DO THE JOB AND THA T
CHINA DOES NOT HAVE ANOTHER SUITABLE AIRCRAFT TO OFFER, )
AS IN CASE OF BASES, OUR FIRM POLICY IS TO BE ENTIRELY
NONCOMMITTAL HERE ON WHAT DECISIONS MAY BE TAKEN WIT H
REGARD TO MILITARY SUPPLY .

4. I KNOW YOU HAVE HAD THESE VARIOUS QUESTIONS UNDE R
REVIEW AND HAVE DOUBTLESS BEEN DISCUSSING THEM WIT H
AMB FARLAND . WE HAVE STEADFASTLY REFRAINED FRO M
PRESSING FOR STATUS REPORTS ON GENERAL REVIEW OR O N
SPECIFIC DECISIONS . I THOUGHT HOWEVER THAT IT WOUL D
BE TIMELY TO PRESENT ABOVE SUMMARY TO YOU . WE ARE NO W
IN A SOMEWHAT EUPHORIC STAGE IN US-PAX RELATIONS, AN D
I AM SURE THAT UNWARRANTED EXPECTATIONS ARE BEING BUIL T
UP IN SOME QUARTERS HERE .

5. WE SHALL CONTINUE TO LISTEN NONCOMMITTALLY WHE N
THESE SUBJECTS COME UP HERE UNLESS YOU HAVE ANY BETTER
GUIDANCE FOR US .

6. ASSUME YOU WISH SHARE THIS WITH AMB . FARLAND .
GP-2
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